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* And he [Jesus] had to pass through Samaria. °> So he came to atown of Samariacalled
Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. © Jacob’ s well was there; so Jesus,
wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

" A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me adrink.” & (For his
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) ° The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is
it that you, a Jew, ask for adrink from me, awoman of Samaria?’ (For Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans.) *° Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying
to you, ‘Give meadrink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water.” ! The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is
deep. Where do you get that living water? * Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us
the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” ** Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, ** but whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that | will give him will becomein him a
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” *> The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that | will not be thirsty or have to come hereto draw water.”

18 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” *” The woman answered
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “Y ou areright in saying, ‘I have no husband’; *®for
you have had five husbands, and the one you now haveis not your husband. What you have said
istrue.” * The woman said to him, “Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. % Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to
worship.” %! Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. %Y ou worship what you do not know;
we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2> But the hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is
seeking such people to worship him. % God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in
spirit and truth.” > The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ). When he comes, he will tell usall things.” ?° Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am
he.”

% Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman' s testimony,
“Hetold meall that | ever did.” *° So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them, and he stayed there two days. ** And many more believed because of his word.
“2They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of theworld.” (ESV)

| love church history, and so in some significant ways, this service shadows the one back in May
of 1974 when the church was in Trenton, and the mortgage bonds were retired. Asyou look at
the bulletin inside of today's bulletin, you can see that many that were involved in the church
then, remain involved and part of our body today. And while we all sang many of the same
hymns today, and | am preaching on the same text that Dr. Buswell did then, I've enjoyed
particularly this week, the transition from our study of shepherding these last many weeks, to this
passage that teaches us what to do with our well-shepherded hearts. Because | think Jesus has
church history on his mind here, and the question of who isflock is, and what kind of hearts we
are to have as we reach out to others. This morning we will look at:



o Living with a Large Heart
o Living with a Broken Heart
o Living with aNew Heart

Many of you know this story. It is not only famous, but includes the single, longest recorded
conversation with an individua that the Lord Jesus ever had.

Jesusissitting by awell. He and his disciples had been walking north from Judeato Galilee.
And it's very interesting that John starts off by saying that Jesus had to go through Samaria.
Becausethe fact is, hereally didn't. It is the direct route. But pious Jews — and rabbis like Jesus
are certainly pious Jews — they avoided that straight-line route like the plague.

Samaritans and Jews were total enemies at thistime. The Jews looked at Samaritans as racia
inferiors and dangerous heretics who had melded paganism and Judaism together to come up
with something far worse than either one could ever be on its own. The Samaritans had built
their own, competing temple on Mount Gerazim (since they only believed in and used the first 5
books of the bible, that makes sense — they revered the mountain where Abraham offered up
Isaac, and didn't care so much about David giving Solomon the money to build the temple in
Jerusalem). Ultimately, the Jews would destroy the Samaritan temple so they would never have
tolook at it. A Jew would never take anything from the hand of a Samaritan.

So instead of walking straight through that territory to go north, Jews preferred to go miles out of
their way, crossing the Jordan River in the south near Jericho, traveling north up the east bank
through what was still largely Gentile territory, and then crossing back to the west bank near the
Sea of Galileg, creating a large semi-circle detour around Samariato avoid the risk of social
interaction with these despised half-breeds. This haf-Jewish, half-pagan people. Talk about not
wanting to cross the road to avoid a Samaritan!

Now if Jesus had been in a particular hurry, this breach of normal practice might have been
understandable. But there is no evidence to suggest that this was an urgent journey. The only
reason, then, for John to say in verse 4 that Jesus had to go through Samaria must be that an
important encounter awaited him at just this place. This conversation with the Samaritan woman
was no chance meeting. It was taking place by divine appointment. Something about the heart of
Jesus determined that there was a'must' about it.

What Jesus is teaching us is that we must have alargeness of heart. That of al the resources
God gives the church through his Spirit, nothing will be more significant than the kinds of hearts
that the Christian takes into the world.

Just look at the shopping trip that his disciples are on: Jesus was alwaystelling his disciples to
take nothing with them — forcing them to live off of the welcome of those they would meet. And
so to get food, the disciples were doing the unthinkable. They were actualy going into a
Samaritan town to shop for food at a Samaritan market. John tell usinv. 9 that "Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans." And yet Jesus ministry has made it so that he and his disciples must
depend on those who don't yet believe in Him. For that you need alarger heart.



Those of us who claim the name of Christ must choose again and again between two ways of
living. One way isto cultivate asmall heart. That's really the safest way to go because it
minimizes pain and sadness. If our ambition — and | know we never state this out loud but it's
still an unspoken goal for many of us— if the goal isto avoid the troubles of life, the formulais
simple: minimize entangling rel ationships, and carefully avoid noble ideas that require any kind
of sacrifice, and you can successfully escape awhole host of afflictions. If you can cultivate a
sort of deafness to social pains and the lives of your neighbors, then you can be saved from alot
of conflict in this life. Cultivate blindness, and you'll avoid seeing much of what is ugly.

Itisuniversally truefor all of usthat if we want to get through life with a minimum of trouble,
we may occasionally have to go the circuitous route, but do whatever is necessary to limit the
compass of our hearts. Thisis how many people, even those who name the name of Christ, get
through life with minimal pain and suffering. They have cultivated a smallness of heart.

But there is another path that's also open to us—namely, to open ourselves to others and become
susceptible to the kinds of sorrow and pain that a shriveled heart knows nothing about. Enlarge
and ennoble your purpose and you will increase your vulnerability proportionately!

Toloveat all isto be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will
certainly be wrung and possibly be broken. If you want to make sure of
keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even to an
animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all
entanglements; lock it up save in the casket or coffin of your selfishness.
But in that casket—safe, dark, motionless, airless—it will change. It will
not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.
The alternative to tragedy, or at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation.
The only place outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from al
the dangers of loveis Hell.

— C.S. Lewis

Enlarge your heart, cultivate a ministering, shepherding heart, and you will enlarge the potential
for pain. Some of us are hurting specifically because we have enlarged our hearts. Some have
pursued big ideals, reaching the lost, justice for the oppressed, preaching to the enemy, and
giving themselves to others, and that decision has left them prey to pain and suffering that
otherwise would have been avoided.

That's part of what Jesus is showing us here. Will you serve Christ and others, or yourself? Y our
decision will affect the kind of heart you have. Little hearts, though safe and protected, don't
contribute much of anything. No one benefits from restricted sympathies and limited vision. On
the other hand, ministering hearts, though vulnerable, are also the hearts that know the most joy
and leave the biggest impact on the world. Cultivate blindness, and you will never see the ugly,
but neither will you see the beauty of God’s creation. Cultivate a small heart, and you may have
smooth sailing, but you will never know the powerful winds of the Holy Spirit in your sails.

With that in mind, | want you to think of Jesus just sitting there at the well.



We can only imagine what he's thinking — but we can imagine what he's thinking. Perhaps heis
thinking about the story of Jacob. Thisisthe well that became famous because it was the well
that Jacob gave to his son, Joseph. And maybe Jesus thought back even further, to the passage
that Don read, about how Abraham's servant, Eleazar, had found awife for Isaac. And when
Eleazar did meet Rebekah, he spoke words very similar to the ones Jesus was about to use —"|
am thirsty, would you give me something to drink?' And that if Eleazar had not been offered a
drink by Rebekah, there would be no marriage to Isaac, and there would be no Jacob... Maybe
all of those providences werein his mind. Maybe he even thought of the question that Rebekah
was ultimately asked — "Will you go with this man?"

And then we can imagine that this is when the Samaritan woman appears, walking toward Jesus,
very likely with awater jug balanced on her head at high noon, under the baking sun.

Now, make no mistake about it — this woman livesin a culture that is no less confused than our
own. We can imagine what she is thinking, too. She hates, and sheis hated in return. Sheis
there at noon because she was the kind of woman who was probably quite beautiful in her day,
but the kind of skin-deep beauty that threatens other women, and the kind of woman men don't
take home to momma. | picture her with lipstick just alittle too red; hair dyed just a bit too
bright. She's obviously very bright, with avery quick wit. Y ou know, she's the kind of woman
that they write country songs about. Like most of us, she was looking for happiness.

She probably hoped that |ove and marriage would make her life worthwhile, giving it meaning,
and direction. But somehow every relationship had gone bad on her. And each time she hoped
she would not make the same mistake again. But she did. And the more emotional tragedy she
experienced, the more her heart got smaller and smaller. All the youthful idealism had hardened
into afrustrated cynicism. Now, as she comes to the well at noon so she can avoid the
respectable people, she isworn down and despised. All she has | eft are her quick tongue, her
wits, and above all, adeep thirst for something better.

Jesus is not supposed to ask awoman like her for adrink. Inthat culture sheis of the wrong
race, sheis of the wrong region, sheis of the wrong religion, and in that day and age sheis even
of the wrong gender. She had been married five times and was shacked-up with number six. No
respectable rabbi would have given her the time of day. But thisiswhat large heartsdo. | want
to push us as a congregation.

. Jesus ministered when he was tired.
. Jesus overcame barriers, and
J Jesus expected providence to happen to him.

Those are three fundamental markers of a spiritually enlarged heart. | don't really know anyone
who isn't tired, but will you share ameal or open your home to someone? Will you call someone
to look in on them? Even when you'retired? And will you do those things — share that meal or
open your home — to someone who isn't like you? Jesus not only spoke to this woman but asked
to use the woman’ s drinking utensil and by doing this became defiled. The ministry of Jesus
leapt across the conventional barriers of the day. Will that be true of you? And will YOU expect
providence in your life? Those people who ARE in your family... | know you don't like some of



them...but they are the ones God has given you to speak to. They are the ones that join you at
the table the way this woman met Jesus at the well.

. Living with a Broken Heart

A broken heart must have been just what thiswoman had. Why is she here at the well alone?

It's no big deal for you to go to the store alone, so we missthis, but thisisNOT something that
was done. First, thisis very difficult, arduous labor. Drawing water was not easy, and women
always came with friends or helpers so that they could help one another. Y ou had to come with a
great big pot or jar, and the water you needed would be for EVERY THING you needed — the
cooking, the cleaning, the bathing, everything. And so you'd never come in the heat of the day
when no one else is there.

But thiswoman isamora and socia outcast. She was there most likely because some of the men
she married, or didn't, were men that may have been with the other women in the town at some
point — those women would come to the well in the early morning or |ate day, the cool of the day
— and she didn't want to run into them, and they didn't want to see or draw water with her.

And it made her bitter. She must have been reminded of her sin every noontime that she walked
out to Jacob's well. She's angry. Listen for the prideful sarcasm inv. 9: "How isit that you, a
Jew, ask for adrink from me, awoman of Samaria?"

Then you get to verses 11 and 12. She starts off with a note of respect — she starts off with the
word Kyrie which means"Sir" or "Lord" (many of you know that word), but there is still akind
of amocking attitude "Sir, you don't even have what you need to draw water out of thewell. Are
you greater than our father Jacob?"

We may not hear it this way because we know how the story comes out in the end, but by the
time you get to 15, there isreal sarcasm. She urges him, "Please! Give me some of this
wonderful water, Sir. | can't wait! Carting this water every day — if you can giveme ajar so |
never have to come again...that'd be agreat trick if you could make me some eterna water!™

Now as Christians, we are supposed to both recognize people who are unholy, and things that we
shouldn't do, and know we shouldn't behave like those folks. But that does NOT mean that we
stay away from them. And we've also heard people who avoid the gospel with the same kind of
self-mocking cynicism — "Y eah right. Me a Christian!” And yet we are also called to look
through and past these things in others. Some of these barriers are imposed by a society that is
sinful because it isafallen and sinful world. We are surrounded by all kinds of people with al
kinds of lifestyles — people who are different from us in their race, their social standing, their
economic status and their religion. And we are called to see past those things because in spite of
them, there is a person there who needs to be penetrated by the good news about Jesus Christ.

But it isn't just society that imposes sinfulness upon the heart but it isthe heart itself. Y ou see
thisin v.16. In our day and age, I'm not sure we can see thisfor what it is because today thereis
little shame in what sheis doing. But forget the shame and the husbands for a moment. Look at
what her life has really been about becauseit isradically contemporary: Her life has been a
compulsive passion for someone who will make her happy.



An obsessive, habitual search for someone who will satisfy her and fill her life with the
happiness she has aways longed for. She has tried this over and over again.

And now, sheistrying to find happiness once again, with a man who is willing to make her scum
in that society by living with her without marriage. It's no shame today, but both Samaritan AND
Jewish moral codes said that living with a man was socially immoral and unacceptable, but she
will do anything she can to try and find happiness in a man who cares nothing for what it does to
her.

Y ou know, it's not the sin of fornication that the bible is trying to highlight here — though the
bible saysthat it issin— but it's what leads to it: The search, this drive, thisthirst for happiness.
Research says that for those of us who are married, only 5% of us are in marriages that are
deeply satisfying. And that statistic is surely related to another that says that 50% of us will seek
sexual satisfaction outside our marriages. Only 25% of working people say that they arein
vocations that they want to be in for the rest of their working careers. Fully % of us will go
through repeated bouts of serious depression — all of those folks expressing a dissatisfaction with
their lives. Look at the lines of folks buying lottery tickets at the convenient stores. Governor
Christie proclaimed March as "Problem Gambling Awareness Month in NJ." Why? People
looking to pay for satisfaction — gamble on it!

We just don't have enough. And Jesus says that if you think you're going to find happiness
through the wells of body scul pting videos, marriage manuals, vacation homes, pilates, or
whatever — things that may not necessarily be bad — what you will be, till, isthirsty. Y ou will be
yet again. What this world has to offer will never fully satisfy. That's what Jesusis REALLY
saying here. Thisisthe main point of this passage — that without the work of Jesus Christ on
your behalf, people just stay thirsty.

Can you see this? Do you recognize this? Can you relate to this woman's thirst for happiness?

Hereis the thing about the woman at the well. Remember last week we spoke of the man born
blind in John 9. And we said, yeah, he's a guy who was born blind, and Jesus made him see. But
he isalso aliving symbol of who we are. Such that we can all now sing, "I once was blind, but
now | see." It'sthe same with the woman at the well. If you want to know what sheislike, Jesus
says, "Look in the mirror."

Sheisnot in scripture, you know, so that you can judge her. And sheis not recorded here in the
word of God so that you can feel pity for her. Or so that you can feel glad that you're not like
her.

Sheishere at thiswell just like you would be. Look in the mirror friends! She needs a drink of
water, she has physical needs. She has relational needs — she'd like to have someonein her life
that makes her more secure and happy. She has spiritual needs — should | worship at Gerazim or
Sinai? And those needs show her to be just like us.



And what does Jesus say to this? To al of these needs that we al have in common? Y ou need
me. Y ou need asavior. You need someone to release you from all of the consequences of your
sin. What is preventing us from fulfilling our physical, relational and spiritual needs— to seeing
our own broken hearts, our own broken cisterns, our own brokenness — is the sin underneath
those things. And to this, Jesus says, | am he. | am the one who can fill that need that is deeper
than all others.

Do you see her when you look in the mirror? Jesus tells you that you should in v. 14 when he
says, "Whoever drinks of the water that | will give him will never be thirsty again." Sheisjust
like us. "Thereis none righteous, no not one." She needs a savior, too.

. Living with aNew Heart
Finally, living with a new heart. Jesus does something here that is realy remarkable.

Y ou know, John is the gospel that isin stark black and white. Or you could say it is the gospel
where everything isin bold. The other gospels have parables that say things like "The Kingdom
of God islike amustard seed,” nobody getsit. Or you have ethical teaching. In John you don't
have the Sermon on the Mount or any ethical teaching, and no parables either. Nothing is hidden
in John. In the other gospels, Jesus is always telling people "Don't tell them who | am.” Not in
John. No Johnisall about revealing Jesus as boldly as possible. A light has come into the world.
And in John, Jesusis never subtle, but he's always saying. "I am." Claim after claim, he says |
am. The people of Isragl have been looking for eternal manna, and Jesus says, that's me! | am
the bread. The people of Israel have been looking for eternal life, and Jesus says, that's me! | am
the life. The people of Israel have been looking for the good shepherd of Psalm 23, and Jesus
says, that's me! | am the good shepherd. Lazarus dies, and Marthais torn apart. Jesus says,
"Don't worry. | am the resurrection.”

But what of this Samaritan woman? Did you notice how she responds to Jesus? She doesn't say,
"How isit that you, a Jew, ask for adrink from me, a Samaritan? No, she says, "How isit that
you, aJew, ask for adrink from me, awoman of Samaria?' Jesus had nothing to dip with, and if
she did it, anything he touched from her would be unclean. But more than that, the Jews had a
saying about Samaritan women. That they were menstrous from the cradle. Now in the OT, the
idea was that Jewish women were unclean only at that time of the month, and they had all sorts
of ritual cleansingsto deal with it — all pointing to the need we all have for holiness. But the
Samaritan women, well, the writings of the Mishnah said that they were permanently unclean.
And that isif you touched a Samaritan woman it was tantamount to uniting yourself to her.

Now. Step back. What does this woman want? She has looked for love in al the wrong places,
but she has wanted a husband. So when he asks for adrink she saysin effect, "Jesus, are you so
thirsty that you are willing to become defiled and unclean by me?"

And Jesus says, No, YOU are so thirsty that | am willing to become unclean. Y ou want a
husband. "l am."



People say, "I want satisfaction.” And Jesus says, "I am.” What do you want? Jesus says, "Take
me." And when you trust him, Jesus enters into you. He does! And friends, that is the gospel.
It'samarriage! Heis her sixth husband in away. We don't know the names of any of her
husbands, but I'll tell you this: this Samaritan woman, 2,000 years later, is linked with only one
man, Jesus Christ. It's asort of marriage because everything that istrue of her, he takes on that
shame. And everything that is true of him, that becomes hers. And that is the gospel.

What are you filling your life with? Areyou filling your life with things other than Jesus? Jesus
isliving water. Heis your life spring.

Ever try covering over a spring? Y ou can cover it with mountains of dirt, and all you'll get is
muddy water. The spring just keeps coming.

Ever wonder why your lifeis so muddy? Y ou are adding — you insist on adding — stuff to Jesus.
Areyou trying to fill your life with stuff when you aready have Jesus?!

When you add to Jesus, you never get Jesus as your "I am." You miss his grace. And the anger
will never burn off like hers does. Asgreat aswas her sin, greater still washisHISlove. And

when you know the greatness of Y OUR sin, then you will know that greater still is hislove for
YOU.

Let’s end with this. At the end of John, at the crucifixion, Jesus asks for water. Do you
remember? He says at the cross, "l thirst."

Friends, He thirsts, so that you may drink deep of salvation.

Let's pray.



