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Analyzing the Doctrines of Grace (cont.) 
By Joseph Beaumont 

The author reminds us that unconditional election is always in accord with God’s mercy. He asserts, “God or-

dains the condemnation of the reprobate not only to show forth his justice and wrath, but also to display his 

mercy and grace to us, who equally deserve hell but receive salvation instead” (43). 

Unconditional election logically leads to a discussion of limited atonement, often called the black sheep of the 

TULIP family. Phillips, however, reminds readers that unconditional election is “not a black sheep in the family 

of Reformed doctrine but a teaching worthy of high esteem and a privileged place at the table of our 

hearts” (52).  The minister clarifies why the Arminian view of unconditional election (believing it is fallacious 

and that each individual decides whether or not to accept or reject Christ) denigrates the intent of the atone-

ment. He goes on to explain the difference in efficacy and scope of the two views.  

If unconditional election is true, does God bring people kicking and screaming into His eternal kingdom? To ex-

plain this point, Reverend Rick uses the example of the call of Matthew the tax collector and the conversion of 

Lydia in Acts 16, a chapter that also recounts the salvation of the Philippian jailer. In a section entitled “A Bibli-

cal Defense of Irresistible Grace,” the writer explains important points from John 10 and differentiates between 

synergism and monergism.  

Perhaps most believers wonder from time to time: “Would I just collapse and abandon Jesus if someone put a 

gun to my head and told me I must do so or if I were suffering so much pain and hardship that I felt I could no 

longer bear to live?”  Though the Bible gives many verses that promise perseverance (e.g. John 10:28; Luke 

12:32), Christians sometimes wonder, “Am I really saved, or have I merely been ‘playing church’ all these 

years?” In his chapter on the perseverance of the saints, Reverend Phillips reminds us that some giants of the 

Christian faith had similar doubts. Among them was John Duncan, a nineteenth century Scottish divine who, alt-

hough given the moniker “Rabbi” because of his obvious piety, struggled with anxiety about his salvation 

throughout his life. The book also uses an example from John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress to support the idea of 

perseverance. Additionally, the chapter connects “if statements” in the New Testament with perseverance and 

includes the important section “Where to Look for Assurance.” 

What’s So Great About the Doctrines of Grace?  is both an educational and a practical book, readily accessible to 

the average Christian. Each chapter has a “what’s so great” section that drives home the wonder of that partic-

ular doctrine. Its manageable length, ninety-seven pages, makes it a work one can read in a few days, and it 

provides appropriate and interesting explanations and lays the groundwork for anyone interested in delving 

more deeply into the TULIP ideas.           
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Just fifteen months ago, I wrote in this space 
about our then-concluded trial-run of two services 
(before its regular installation last fall) and the 
“Master Plan” for our building. Just over a year 
later, your Session feels the Lord’s hand moving us 
to respond to this growth in a way we could not 

have planned. 

This spring, as Pastor Shawn and I were 
investigating moving our church into the New 
Jersey Presbytery from the Metro New York 
Presbytery, a member of the church planting team of the New Jersey Presbytery 
reached out to us.  He had come to Hope seven years ago to see if we would be 
interested in working together to plant a church in Robbinsville, NJ, and made a 
presentation to the entire church.  At that time, interest level was low. We had much 

to do to grow our church right here in Lawrenceville. 

But seven years later, much has changed. Robbinsville no longer seems far away. We 
have multiple members and attendees who live in that area and still further south 
others who must drive past Robbinsville to get to Hope.  In addition, the Doud family 
lives close to the Robbinsville/Hamilton line, and Robbinsville is a part of the place 
they consider “our neighborhood.” The area continues to grow, as Amazon has built a 

retail fulfillment center that employs over a thousand people. 

As your Session worked with bankers and church stewardship consultants, we learned 
that to put the first shovel into the ground, we would have to raise twice our annual 
budget for the next three years, a total of $1.5 million. Effectively, we would need to 
ask our church to double their giving – or grow very rapidly – so that bankers could see 
that we had the wherewithal to raise the last two million required on a mortgage to 
finish the planned building. To put it another way, after all that time (three years) and 
all that giving, this would be just the first campaign. The loan we would get would still 
have to be raised and paid off in a later, second campaign. But we could break ground 
in about three years.  Nothing is impossible with God, but your Session recognized it as 

a “heavy lift” for our congregation. 

For a short while, our thoughts and efforts on the building and the possibility of the 
church plant continued on parallel paths until I asked Pastor Shawn (almost flippantly) 
if he had ever considered being the actual planter called to this effort in his 
”backyard.” He hadn’t, yet he began to consider it. Those who give their lives to 
ministry must always be open to such possibilities.  Ultimately, Shawn and Nan said 
that they would consider this call and submit themselves to the process, if our church 
allowed them to do so. This was not something the family was looking to do. The 
Douds love you. They love Hope Presbyterian Church, and if the assessment process 
leads to a “No,” they will feel both relief and disappointment. I suspect this is true for 

all of us! 

But planting a church was always something we considered as a way of handling our 
growth.  We never considered that there would be enough necessary components to 
make this effort work, but your leaders think this may indeed be the way the Lord is 

moving, and we should not grasp our lovely architectural drawings too tightly. 

(cont. —>) 

Pastor’s  Corner:  Vis ion  Impl icat ions  
By Pastor David  Rowe 

         Whence comes a true and genuine humility, except from a sense of sin. - John Calvin 
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Upcoming Events: 

October 7th 

Friday Night Youth Fellowship 

 

October 9th 9:45am 

Town Hall Meeting 

 

October 9th & 23rd 5:30-

7:30pm 

Big Family Fellowship 

 

October 2nd & 16th 7-8:30pm 

Senior High girls discipleship 

group @ Hope Church 

 

October 12th & 26th 7-8:30pm 

Middle School/Senior High guys’ 

discipleship group @ Hope 
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“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”   

— Acts 1:8 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the 
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place. 
~ Apostle Paul (Acts 17:26) 
 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places. ~ Psalm 16:6 
 

Of all the places we have lived and ministered as a family, Lawrenceville has been the 
place where we have most quickly felt at home.  In fact, when we moved here and 
“home” was suddenly in flux with the loss of our rental house and the Lippincotts 
adopting us for four months, this actually cemented our roots at an accelerated pace. 
Hope Church showed up in a big way, and we have never felt safer or more loved. 
But the Gospel is always challenging us to think about “How will I use my safety/
salvation? Is it only for me? For my comfort?” 
 

We knew we were moving here for a mission together with you to grow more deeply in 
the Gospel and outwardly to those who need to hear the Gospel for the first time.  As 
we rest in the sovereignty of God, we must also be ready to be unsettled and inconven-
ienced for others to experience “home” in the Gospel and in the body of Christ.  
 

Back in February, Pastor David and I were invited to breakfast with some PCA brothers 
from Cherry Hill. They have been praying, surveying, and raising money to see a church 
planted in Robbinsville. They invited our church to consider partnering in some way 
with the Presbytery church planting committee.  
 

Robbinsville is 1.5 miles from our house. It had David and me, and later, Nan saying, 
“Hmmmm. What is God up to?” Since we live nearby and know that God wants to use us 
where we live to impact neighbors for the Gospel, I told these South Jersey brothers 
that I would be open to being considered for some role in this new plant. I am NOT dis-
satisfied with my current role or with the people of Hope. Our family wants to make 
ourselves available if God and the Presbytery believe there is some God-ordained wis-
dom in pursuing the possibility that we could be the church planter couple. We have 
lived two years in the neighborhood and have a strong home base from which to launch 
a new church group. 
 

Because of this, we are asking for your prayers for the rest of the process to determine 
whether God is leading us to be approved for this project, which is not yet underway.  
We have been encouraged by the Presbytery and regional church planting leaders to 
apply in January to the national PCA Church Planting Assessment Center in Atlanta.  It 
is a four day intensive time of interviews, prayer, church-planting simulations, counsel-
ing, and fellowship.   
 

If approved in February and the Presbytery names us as the planting couple for the Rob-
binsville church, we will be extremely nervous, excited, and sad as it will involve a 
transition of energy, time, and fellowship towards new people in the Hamilton/
Robbinsville area.  If we don’t get approved, we will be excited because we will remain 
with you at Hope, where our hearts are.   
 

Please be praying for us and the boys as we continue this application process, which 
includes questions about our marriage, our finances, and who knows what else, to de-
termine possible areas of struggle that we have not addressed, areas that could frac-
ture under the pressure of the entrepreneurial and spiritual battle “groundwork” that a 
church plant involves. After the assessment the planting itself is a long, hard slog, spir-
itually, emotionally and physically exhausting. Therefore, we will need God’s strength, 
much prayer, and a team of partners both to give and go with us as the church plant 
goes forward.  If we are called to go, then your prayers now will be an essential part of 
any future success. 

A Growing Kingdom and Pleasant Places 
By Pastor Shawn Doud and Nan Doud 
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Pastor’s Corner (cont.) 
By Pastor David Rowe 

Planting a church costs far less money.  It would likely cost seven times as much to build 
a building to accommodate our growth as it would to be the mother church to this new 
Robbinsville church, yet it could be “up and worshipping” in three to four years, actively 
bringing a gospel proclamation to an area that could use more of it. The main cost, of 
course, would be relational, giving away a leader and families to see the kingdom of God 
grow in our area. Yet they wouldn’t be far away at all! Would you prayerfully consider 
this possibility and share your wisdom and thoughts with me? Pray too for the Douds. 
Much uncertainty goes with church planting, and they are not immune to wanting to stay 
in their tents and avoid the giants of life! (Dt. 1:27). This will only work if we are all mov-
ing together as one, in unity, and your Session wants to hear your thoughts and concerns 
before we take more steps.  The next step is a late January trip to Atlanta for the Douds. 
Here they will be assessed as church planters. Things move slowly before that, but poten-
tially faster afterwards. We just don’t know. But He does! 

 

“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10 
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Analyzing the Doctrines of Grace 
By Joseph Beaumont 

Each of us who attends a Reformed church should strive to understand more deeply the 

historic doctrines of our faith. Calvinism is a much maligned and greatly misunderstood 

concept. Interestingly, the concept itself was not codified until 1618 and 1619, at the 

Synod of Dordt (yes, we read some portions during responsive readings), fifty-four years 

after John Calvin’s death. In What’s So Great About the Doctrines of Grace?, Richard Phil-

lips, Senior Minister of Second Presbyterian Church in Greenville, South Carolina, provides 

interesting insight into the great doctrines of grace associated with Calvin. After an open-

ing chapter on God’s sovereignty, Phillips examines each of the Calvinistic doctrines, bet-

ter known by the acronym TULIP: total depravity, unconditional election, limited atone-

ment, irresistible grace, and perseverance of the saints. 

In his chapter on sovereignty, a term that means, among other things, God’s governing of 

everything that happens, the author uses Matthew 10:28-30 and the story of Isaiah’s vi-

sion in the temple (Isaiah 6) as the bases for his argument. After reading this chapter, 

one has a clearer understanding of why the events in Isaiah 6 are significant in light of 

the incarnation and why twenty-first century Christians, particularly Reformed Christians, 

should care about these biblical and historical ideas. 

Reverend Phillips uses a shortened version of the testimony of Malcolm Muggeridge (1903-

1990) and quotations from John Calvin and Loraine Boettner (1901-1990) to clarify the 

idea of total depravity. What is the meaning of a depraved mind? What is the extent of 

each individual’s depravity? Am I as depraved as a mass murderer? A reading of Phillips’s 

chapter on this topic will enlighten those who have these questions and must, like all 

Christians, continually confront people who think they are good enough to enter God’s 

heaven since, most unbelievers reason, God grades on a curve. 

Another belief difficult for most to embrace is unconditional election. Why would God 

elect totally depraved individuals? More importantly, why would a loving heavenly Father 

elect some to salvation and others to damnation? In his chapter on unconditional elec-

tion, Reverend Richard emphasizes the difference between belief and truth and explains 

why the Arminian (free- will ) view lacks the biblical support apparent  in the Reformed 

view of unconditional election. Reverend Phillips also addresses the striking Romans 9:13 

passage: “As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated’” (ESV).   (cont. —>) 


