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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 
January 7, 2018 

 
Cell phones should be muted or turned off during worship. 

  

 
 

PRELUDE                      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

WELCOME  
  
 
 
 
 
   
  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
 
 
 
 
  

   
PREPARATION                                            
  
 
 
 
 
  
  

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                 Psalm 105:1, 3-5, 7 
  

Leader:  Oh give thanks to the LORD; 
  Call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!    
  

People:  Glory in his holy name;  
  let the hearts of  those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
  

Leader:  Seek the LORD and his strength;  
  seek his presence continually! 
 Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
  his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,   
  

All: He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  
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Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION                                      (Concluded with the Lord’s Prayer) 

HYMN OF HONOR                                  Not All The Blood Of  Beasts 
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For Reflection: 

 
 

Jesus was holy in His nature and perfectly righteous in His conduct. He rendered 
to all their due: as a Son, He honored His Father by filial obedience to His will; as 
a Servant, He did those things which pleased the Lord; as the Substitute of  His 
people, He did for them what was demanded of  them, and suffered in their stead 
what they deserved. He magnified the law and made it honorable. He bore our 
sins in His own body on the tree. By one offering He perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. He is still the Righteous One (v. 52), just to every name He wears, 
to every office He fills. One day He will justly punish His foes, and with divine 
justice save all who believe on His name. His word He will never falsify, His 
character shall never be sullied. He will not cast out one returning sinner; He will 
not turn a deaf  ear to one who calls upon His name. He will not deny salvation to 
any penitent soul who seeks it. He will justly reward His servants, not overlooking 
even a cup of  cold water given in His name. He will appear “the Righteous One” 
in the doom of  the wicked, and in the everlasting happiness of  His saints. 
 

— James Smith 
 
And he (Abraham) believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.  

— Genesis 15:6 
 
… how is it that they can be looking for another Christ? They read the prophecy; 
they see its fulfillment before their very eyes. Why can they not realize that he 
must have been the Christ to fulfill it, since nobody else could?  

— St. Augustine 
 

They will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up . . . and you 
will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake.  This will be your 
opportunity to bear witness.  Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate 
beforehand how to answer, for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none 
of  your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.  You will be delivered 
up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of  you they 
will put to death.  You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of  
your head will perish.  By your endurance you will gain your lives.  

— Jesus of  Nazareth, Luke 21:12-19 
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SILENT PRAYERS FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING COMMUNION 
 

We come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Hope Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who 
have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is 
a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in an evan-
gelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed). It is our request that chil-
dren not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become communing 
members of such church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those 
who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sin as we come, we recognize our standing before God is completely  
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. 

 
Prayer for Those Searching for Truth.  

 

Oh God, I am discovering that the more I have, the more I need to have, the more I am loved, 
the more I need to be loved, the more I achieve, the more I need to achieve. Nothing seems 
to satisfy me. Could it be, as someone once said, that “Our hearts are restless until they find 
their rest in thee.” Dear God, if this is true, and if as the Bible teaches there is life and life 
eternal in Christ alone, please guide me to Him. Open me to the reality of the One who alone 
can satisfy my restless heart. Give me the courage to believe that which I cannot see but can 
understand, feel and touch through the word, sacraments and church family. Lord I want to 
believe, please help me in my unbelief! Amen.  

 
Prayer of Belief.  
 

Lord God, I now see that I am weaker and more flawed than I ever before believed, but in 
Christ, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. Even as I have not loved You 
or my neighbor with all of my heart, You have shown Your love for me in that while I am still 
sinning, Christ died for me and took upon Himself the condemnation that I deserve. I now 
know that You owe me nothing for my efforts, but You offer acceptance, love and blessing 
into all eternity because of Christ’s efforts on my behalf. I therefore ask that You would ena-
ble me to turn away from trusting in my own efforts to gain Your acceptance and forgiveness, 
and trust in the perfectly righteous efforts of Christ on my behalf in order to be accepted by 
You and entered into Your holy family. And just as you raised Christ from the dead, so too I 
ask that You would give me a new life in Christ, one that will lead eventually to heaven itself. 
Thank you for Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit to believe in Him alone for my salva-
tion. And as You have called us to follow You in baptism and in a life of committed disciple-
ship in Your church, grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with Your people, 
and live in the fullness of Your Spirit. Amen.  
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SONG OF PRAISE                                              Blessed Be Your Name 
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CONFESSION OF SIN             
 

Leader:  O Lord our God, you have created us and bought us with a price, so we are not 
our own, and therefore we should wholly live to obey, trust and love you. 

 

People:  But we have not obeyed you: we have treated ourselves as kings instead  
of you; we have exalted and pleased ourselves. 

 
Leader:  And we have not trusted you: though your promises are great and precious and 

never fail, yet we have only haltingly relied on them, and in anxiety and fear have 
not put our full hope in you. 

 

People:  And we have not loved you: though you are infinitely good, and you are 
love itself, yet we have not made you our full desire and delight, and  
instead have clung to idols that do not live. 

 
Unison:  We have sinned secretly and openly, half-consciously and deliberately,  

in attitude and in action, against your law and your love. But now, O God,  
let your face shine upon us to give us pardon and freedom! Plough your 
grace deep into us until we become a garden of holiness and joy in you.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

  

 
SILENT PRAYER AND CONFESSION          Congregation is invited to continue in silent prayer. 
 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                Acts 13:38-39a 
 

Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is  

proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin. (NIV) 
 
 

                         This is the Good News! 
 
 

 

People:   Thanks be to God! 
  
  

SCRIPTURE READING                                                   Hebrews 10:1-7, 19-22     
                   (Bibles, pp. 1282-1283) 
      
 
 

It Is Impossible For the Blood Of Bulls And Goats To Take Away Sins  

 
  
 

Reader:  This is the Word of the Lord! 
  

People: Thanks be to God! 
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BENEDICTION  

 

 
SENDING Leader:  Let us go forth to serve our neighbors and the world 
    as those who love our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

  People: Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE 

SONG OF GLORY                                                     Rock Of  Ages 
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PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                                          Gloria Patri 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen, amen. 
  

OFFERTORY    

SCRIPTURE READING                                                 Acts 7:1-53 
                                 (Bibles, pp. 1163-65) 
  

SERMON       “Stephen’s Speech: The Ruler, Redeemer, and Righteous One”                                                                                                 
         Acts XV: The Mission of God                           Rev. David Rowe 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  From The Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions #55 & 56 
 

Minister: Christians, what do you believe?  
 

People: I believe that Christ makes intercession for us, by his appearing in our nature 
continually before the Father in heaven, in the merit of his obedience and  
sacrifice on earth, declaring his will to have it applied to all believers; answering 
all accusations against them, and procuring for them quiet of conscience,  
notwithstanding daily failings, access with boldness to the throne of grace,  
and acceptance of their persons and services.  

 

And I believe that Christ will be exalted in his coming again to judge the world, 
in that he, who was unjustly judged and condemned by wicked men, shall come 
again at the last day in great power, and in the full manifestation of his own  
glory, and of his Father's, with all his holy angels, with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trumpet of God, to judge the world in righteousness. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

  Minister:  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of the faith.  
People:  Your death, O Christ, we proclaim.  Your resurrection we declare. 

Your coming we await. Glory be to you, O Lord.  
 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

Minister: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
Feed on Christ in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD & THE CUP 

Children 2 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church at this time.  
This should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the sermon.  
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SONG OF WONDER                      Let Us Love And Sing And Wonder 
 


