
Hope Presbyterian Church 

140 Denow Road 

Lawrenceville, NJ  08648 

 

Telephone: (609) 896-9090 

Email info@hopechurch-nj.org 

Hope Library: A Timely and Enlightening Devotional 

By Joseph Beaumont 

Today’s Christian has a plethora of devotionals from which to choose. 

These run the gamut, from excellent to hardly worth the paper on 

which they are written. But for any who embrace the historic Re-

formed faith, Tabletalk may be the best. This devotional (also availa-

ble at www.tabletalk.com) was started over forty years ago as an out-

reach of Ligonier, a ministry founded by the renowned R.C. Sproul. 
 

Each issue focuses on a different timely theme and examines that 

theme in light of scriptural teaching, false teaching, and cultural fads. Some recent themes include soul win-

ning, entertainment, the Beatitudes, why we are Reformed, the sixteenth century (1517 in particular), the 

hard sayings of Jesus, John 3:16, and leadership.  
 

The publication includes several thought-provoking articles. Some of the many memorable articles include 

“Did God Command Genocide in the Old Testament?” (Robert Rothwell), “Our New Affection” (Sinclair Fergu-

son), “The Necessity of the Reformation” (Robert Godfrey), “So Loved” (John MacArthur), “Blasphemy 

Against the Holy Spirit” (Dennis E. Johnson), “Wisdom New and Old” (R.C. Sproul), and “Will Beauty Save the 

World?” (R. Albert Mohler Jr.). 
 

Complementing the scholarly (though never esoteric) articles are daily devotionals that provide both scrip-

tural teaching and practical ideas. Each devotional page also has “For Further Study” and “Bible in a Year” 

references and a Coram Deo (living before the face of God) paragraph. This paragraph contains such “take 

home” ideas as the following: “Although God does not promise us an easy life, that does not mean He neces-

sarily calls us to [a vocation] we absolutely hate. Our desires, provided they do not contradict scripture, can 

help us discern the right course of action to take,” and “[e]ven though God gifts us with particular talents for 

particular tasks, that does not mean we put in no effort to grow in those talents. We are stewards of the 

gifts God has given, and as good stewards we should [strive] continually to improve our skills for the sake of 

glorifying God in our vocations.”  
 

This handy eight-by-eleven- inch devotional, available for less than $25 annually, would make a wonderful 

Christmas present for you or anyone else. The Tabletalk website gives six reasons why one should subscribe:  

1. It is a Bible study for each day.  2. It contains great authors and thought-provoking topics.  3. It is true to 

the historic Christian faith.  4. [The magazine] is friendly, approachable, and convenient. 5. [The publica-

tion] is a valuable guide. 6. It is affordable. Indeed, John Blanchard said it well: “It is the ‘Rolls Royce’ of 

the many devotionals available.”  

Upcoming Events: 

December 24th, 6:30pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Service 

 

December 31st, 10:45am 

Worship and Installation 

service for Rev. Jonathan 

Bromhead 

 

January 6th 10:00-11:30am 

Women’s Ministry Town Hall 

 

January 7th, 9:45am 

Sunday School Resumes 

 

January 12th-14th 

Middle School Winter Retreat 

Harvey Cedars Bible 

Conference 

 

January 19th, 7:00pm 

Bergen Street Film Series 

Charles Vidor’s Gilda 

Community as a Reason for the Season?  

One thing that has traditionally marked 
evangelicals is “a personal relationship with 
God.”  This is a good thing, and it is biblical: 
Acts 5:14 speaks of multitudes being “added 
to the Lord” every day. Therefore, we are, in a sense, added to Christ and 
then brought into his body, the church.  But the evangelical formula of a 
personal relationship also has a downside: We emphasize the word 

"personal" over the word "relationship." 

A central theme that runs throughout the Bible is that God is creating a 
people who belong to him. He is creating a relationship – but not just a 
personal one.  Whether in the Old Covenant or the New, the work of God is 
the calling of a people.  God is not merely saving individuals, but is  

building a new community in which he is the central participant.  

The development of a community lies at the heart of God’s covenant 
promise. He affirms, “I will be your God, and you will be my people.” That's 
easy to see in the Old Testament, where one of the major issues is how a 
holy God is going to dwell with his sinful people. But the New Testament 
shares this emphasis. The great majority of the New Testament writings 
were not addressed to individuals, but to entire communities.  They were 
meant to be read as communities, interpreted by communities, and 

embodied by communities.  

In Mark 10, Jesus expects his people to rely on one another as members of a 
new family he created.  People who have become followers of Jesus are 
now each other’s brothers, sisters, mothers, and children.  Interestingly, 
Jesus does not suggest that the number of fathers is multiplied with the 
formation of this family. God alone is viewed as the Father of this new 
family, thus further emphasizing our connectedness to him. Perhaps we 
could even say that community is the purpose for Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, being born, living among us, dying and being raised from the 
dead. To put it differently, together we are to embody the story of what 
God has done in our lives through Jesus Christ. That makes community a 
consequence of the gospel, a gospel creation. If we think this through, it 
changes the way we read Scripture, listen to a sermon, and live and serve 

one another in the church.  

If the church then is the revelation of Jesus Christ in that it reveals the goal 
of the gospel, a redeemed people made for the New Heavens and New 
Earth, through the gift of God’s own Son,  then we are likewise to be a 

selfless and self-giving community now. 

 

         Whence comes a true and genuine humility, except from a sense of sin. - John Calvin 
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“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”   

— Acts 1:8 

It’s very simple. If the Christian does not see him/herself as a necessary part 
of a community, then self-giving volunteerism will not follow. Churches in 
which the parts of the body do not give to one another (1 Cor. 12:12-31) be-
come churches in name only because the only solution is to professionalize 
these tasks. This communicates a culture where “the pros” do the work be-
cause they apparently have the gifts, and the laypeople do not.  In a culture 
as professionalized as Princeton, people think they hire the staff to do these 

things, and therefore the laity need not do them. 

There may be roles that require a church to hire someone because of the 
level of commitment or the accountability and responsibility required for 
the positions. But most tasks in which we bless one another require no more 

than a heart to serve. 

Since Hope expanded to two services, we have needed more and more vol-
unteers to give of their time weekly. As I write this, we are looking for 
someone to fill the positions of Meals Coordinator and Sunday Hospitality Co-
ordinator. No matter your age, would you ask yourself how you can serve in 
the church?  Are there ways – even if you don’t think something is “your” gift 
– that you can help lighten the load? It’s your calling! “For you were called 
to freedom… Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another” (Gal. 5:13). 

Pastor’s Corner (cont.) 

By Pastor David Rowe 

Discipleship: Apprenticing to the Master 

By Pastor Shawn Doud 

Have you ever met someone and thought to yourself: “If I could clone that 
person I would.  We need more of those kinds of people around.” 
 
This is some of what God intends in what we call discipleship - people who 
have met Jesus and are able both to both obey what He has commanded and 
have a way with others that enables them to grasp what Jesus taught and 
live it out themselves.  This means that discipleship is INFORMATIONAL, 
TRANSFORMATIONAL, and RELATIONAL. 
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“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10 

Discipleship: Apprenticing to the Master (cont.) 

By Pastor Shawn Doud 

Before there were “clones,” there were apprentices. Apprentices are trained to 
be a carbon copy of the master craftsman over them.  They develop the same 
skills, approach to the job, and similar end products, with their own personal 
flair.  Similarly, disciples of Christ are apprentices to him and produce the same 
fruit, a life that demonstrates the love and grace of the Father aimed at a sinful 
world as they themselves live like servants. 
 
People are first called Christians in Acts, in the city of Antioch.  It was used as a 
bit of a slur: “Those are little Christs.”  The apprentices of Jesus were noticea-
ble, and the label stuck.  What was originally meant to shame them now gra-
ciously and joyfully marked them. 
 
As we begin this new year, we will have two new Adult Sunday School classes.  
One of them, which I will lead, is for high school students and adults.  We’ll 
look at how discipleship is meant to work and to integrate what we know 
(biblical and confessional truth), what we are in our Being/Feeling (our loves, 
priorities, and plans) and Doing (living out the mission of God daily in Word and 
Deed). 
 
We want to begin to live intentionally as disciples at Hope in two ways: 
 
 We want to apprentice ourselves to Jesus in such a way that what he taught 

and how he lived is revealed in us.  He meant for us to bear much fruit and 
live a life in which the charge “those people have been with Jesus” does not 
sound crazy. 

 We want to build an emphasis where those we would “want to clone” become 
“disciplers” - mentors/coaches/encouragers of others who want to live “the 
Jesus way.”  As we disciple one another in groups, in one-on-one intentional 
partnerships, and in teams for service, we will be built up into the “image of 
Christ.”  Hope will become what she was called to be, a church that makes 
disciples, marking people as Christ’s people in baptism and then teaching 
them to observe/practice everything he commanded us to know, be, and do. 

 
Is there someone at Hope who has taught you how to be more like Christ 
through his/her example or encouragement?  Let me know who that person is by 
e-mailing me at sdoud@hopechurch-nj.org.  This disciple might be one of the 
people God uses to build up more disciples at Hope. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you on January 7 in our Discipleship Class for 
Adults and High Schoolers. 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year in God’s abundant grace in Jesus! 
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