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An Eternal Legacy (cont.) 
By Joseph Beaumont 

In fact, he found great joy in teaching Sunday school to the laity. 
His many courses available through Ligonier are designed  

primarily for those who do not plan to pursue a seminary  
education.    

 

He counted it a divine privilege to serve as a pastor, spending his 
last twenty years as shepherd of Saint Andrew’s Chapel in  
Sanford, Florida. Although countless people benefitted from his 

ministry there, R.C. always acknowledged that Saint Andrew’s 
was God’s church, not R. C. Sproul’s. Once Burk Parsons visited 
as a guest preacher and told Dr. Sproul he was nervous about ascending the latter’s pulpit. R.C. quickly 

retorted, “That’s not my pulpit. That’s God’s pulpit!” 

 

Sproul was always a lover of people, a man with modest roots, a “burgh man,” as Dr. Stephen Nichols  

described him. Born and raised in the Pleasant Hills region of Pittsburgh, R. C. loved the Steelers and the 
Pirates. He and Vesta were sitting in the stands at Forbes Field on October 13, 1960, when Bill Mazeroski 
hit perhaps the most famous World Series homerun ever, a shot that gave the Pirates the World Champion-

ship over the highly favored New York Yankees in a Fall Classic that may rank as the strangest ever played. 
R.C. himself was a fine athlete in his younger days, his football and basketball skills garnering him  
scholarship offers. He chose a basketball scholarship to Westminster College.  

 

Besides the special edition of Tabletalk, the R. C. Sproul memorial service (available at the Ligonier  
Ministries website) also provides a wonderful picture of this humble, renowned Christian leader. Robert 

Godfrey remarked, “The life of R. C. Sproul was the Word of God. . . He was no dour Calvinist . .  He  
exuded vitality.” In that service, John MacArthur described him as “a treasure in my life” and an  
unparalleled defender of the faith.  

 

To prove that latter point, MacArthur told the story of a 1995 Orlando conference that gathered defenders 
of the historic faith, including James Kennedy, MacArthur himself, and R.C. Sproul, who debated those who 

sought to make capitulations to the Roman Catholics and others. Reverend MacArthur explained that during 
seven hours of intense discussion and debate, R. C. was the power in the room the entire time. At one 
point, Sproul got on top of the table, pointed his finger at one of the compromisers, and declared, “You 

don’t understand! This is about whether or not you are saved!”  As his monthly column always reminded us: 
“Right Now Counts Forever.” 

Upcoming Events: 

July 1st 10:00am 

10:00am worship services 

begin 

 

July 8th 10:00am 

Deacon Fund Offering 

 

July 15th-20th 

Mission Serve Trenton Lunch 

Ministry 

 

July 20th, 7:00pm 

Bergen Street Film Series 

 

July 22nd (after worship) 

Hope Summer Fellowship at 

Rosedale Park 

 

July 29th—August 2nd 

RYM Conference 

NorthBay Adventure Camp 

North East, MD 

 

September 28th-29th 

ONE Conference 

Annapolis, MD 

Many of us do not like change.  As a pastor who 
does counseling, I cannot remember  anyone in 
the midst of significant transition, who ever said,  
“I really like change!”  Yet the Christian life is one 
of change. We begin as infants in the faith and are 
called to develop into mature adults. The New 
Testament writers insist that we must all make 
this transition from milk to meat, from the 

children’s table to the grown-up’s feast. 

But what does this transition to maturity mean for Christians? Tim Challies points out 
that many Christians believe that the “mature” in the faith are the ones who know 
many facts about the Bible. Mature Christians do have their theology down cold. But 
Paul says, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). “Complete” relates to 
maturity, maturity for doing. Maturity is displayed in the good works we do more than 
in the knowledge we recite. This is exactly what God wants for us— to be mature and 

maturing “doers of good” who delight to do good for others.  

We face multiple transitions at Hope. We are sending families out with Pastor 
Jonathan to plant King’s Cross Church in Robbinsville.  That will require maturation for 
us all.  But the end for which we struggle, the change we move toward, is the delight 
in doing good for others: knowing that the Good News is being shared with neighbors in 

Robbinsville and that more lives will change by that word too. 

We have transitioned back to one service.  Here is a change I do like.  As some of us 
leave to go to Robbinsville, it is good to gather again, to send, support, and sustain 
this new work together as one gathering, worshipping community, one church for the 

other.  Ask Pastor Jonathan how you can give support in this period of transition. 

Finally, we have lost Pastor Shawn and his family to the mission field.  While nothing 
about that transition feels right or good, my prayer is that God promises that even in 
trial, reproof or correction, the Spirit will work for good through the word to 

complete, equip, and mature us all. 

No doubt changes in our community have impacted you, and changes in your lives 
impact our whole community. Families in our church have left to take jobs elsewhere.  
Students have graduated and moved away.  However, families, neighbors, and a new 
freshmen class are always coming in. The challenge we face for our own hearts’ 
personal transition is “Am I being made complete?”  If you walk through difficult 
change, holding on tightly to Jesus as he reveals himself to you in his word, you will be 

made not only complete, but complete for something. For His work, through you.  

Still, many of us will not like that change. I suspect Timothy didn’t either!  But Paul 
gave him this advice for the change ahead and a promise that it would be worth it. So 
let us do that for each other.  When one of us is in the midst of transitional trials, 
share the Word with one another. Pray God’s Word of promise for each other.  This is 
exactly what God wants for us— to be mature and maturing “doers of good” who 
delight to do good for others. You will remain immature if a growing knowledge does 
not motivate you to do good for others. Mature Christians glorify God by doing good for 

others, who actualize their knowledge in good deeds for those who need help. 

Let us then all change together. 

         Whence comes a true and genuine humility, except from a sense of sin. - John Calvin 
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Hope Youth: Encourage, Help, Do Good 

By Vincent Capone 

“And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the idle, encourage 
the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. See that no 

one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one  
another and to everyone” ( I Thessalonians 5:14-15). 
 

Our church family has gone through a season of great transition and 
change since Pastor Shawn’s resignation this spring. His service and  
impact were felt in every area of the body, not least of which in the 

youth group. I had the opportunity to serve the youth with Shawn during 
the four years he was here. I watched them grow physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually. 

 
Shawn and I always tried to keep a team of volunteers who could share in 
this ministry so that the burden on any one person or group was never too great. The list of men and 

women who came alongside us at one point or another these past four years is long, and for that I am 
grateful! From camping trips, the Great Escape retreat, RYM, and Harvey Cedars to Bible studies, small 
groups, Sunday School, youth fellowships, and service projects, so many of you gave your time, your 

money, your cars, your homes, and your gifts. Little and big sacrifices like these from so many have had 
such an impact and made the work infinitely easier. 
 

In the midst of what has been a sad time for us as the Douds enter the next stage of 
their journey, I have seen many uplifting signs from the Hope Church family. People 
have prayed for and encouraged me, opened their homes for monthly fellowships and 

Sunday night youth groups, and offered -- through their vocations, wisdom, and  
experience -- to help our teens. 
 

By far the most important signs in the past two months have been the efforts of many 
within the church to keep the youth group going strong and have individual discipling.  
The best gift we have to offer the young men and women of our church is an attitude 

of brotherly love. Paul tells Timothy to encourage “younger men as brothers” and 
“younger women as sisters, in all purity” (I Tim. 5:1, 2). 

 

Growing up, I never had a youth group in which to build relationships. One of my goals in the years I 
have volunteered with Hope’s younger men and women has been to spark, encourage, or strengthen 
friendships among them. God told us from the beginning that it is not good for us to be alone. Marriages, 

families, and friendships are vital frameworks in our lives. We should build each of them on the  
foundation of our relationship with Christ. Our human interactions should imitate the one Man who left  
a perfect example for us to follow. In my time with the youth group, we have retreated together, 

worked together, fasted together, sang together, mourned together, played together, served together, 
laughed (a lot!) together, studied the Word together, and worshipped our King, Father, and Savior  

together. 

 

I have long been intrigued by road trip stories in which the  

protagonist meets a cast of characters along his journey. None stay 

in the picture for long, and the impacts they have seem minimal. 

They don’t reappear at the closing scene to live happily ever after 

alongside the hero. That’s not their role. The seasons of some  

relationships are incredibly short, but that doesn’t diminish their 

value. 

—> Cont. 

“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”   

— Acts 1:8 
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Hope Youth: Encourage, Help, Do Good (cont.) 

By Vincent Capone 

The world we live in is nowhere near as stable as the one of past  

generations. We have seen many families come to our church then go 

into the world as they continue the paths God has set for them. We 

touch some lives only for an instant. But the story we’re living in now 

isn’t the end of the series. Jesus crossed many paths in his three years 

of ministry. We don’t know if he ever saw the Samaritan woman 

again, or the official at Capernaum, or Zaccheus, or blind Bartimaeus, 

or Jairus. But we do know when and where they will all be reunited. 

This is the hope and assurance we take forward in our lives: that the seeds of relationships we plant in 

this life will lead to fruit we may not see until the next, eternal one. 

 

Graduations and relocations will change the names and the faces. I know I only have a couple years, or 

even months, left with many of the current cast of Hope’s youth group, but more are on the way! It has 

been a work I’ve always known is, without question, worthwhile, and I am thankful to have been given 

this opportunity - by our church leadership, by you, their parents, and by God our Father. 

 

My desire is that others in our Hope family will continue to admonish, encourage, help, be patient with, 

and do good to all our brothers and sisters as we have opportunity. If you feel led to help with the youth 

group in some way, come talk to me or to the church leadership. God is working 

in our lives and using many souls to complete that work! 

An Eternal Legacy 

By Joseph Beaumont 

March would have been a better time to write an article on the death of one of 

the greatest theological minds of our age, Robert Charles (R.C.) Sproul, who died 

in December 2017. As a longtime subscriber to Tabletalk, a student of Ligonier 

Connect, and one who has read R.C. Sproul, I obviously knew of his brilliant mind 

and teaching and his far-reaching impact, but after reading a special Tabletalk edition dedicated to Dr. 

Sproul, I felt compelled to sit down and pen my thoughts. I thank God for the further insight I gained from 

this issue and decided to order a copy for our church library. I highly recommend you read it. 

 

I had the privilege of meeting R.C. and his wife Vesta at a Columbus, New Jersey conference several years 

ago. I asked him to sign my copy of Jonathan Edwards’s Charity and Its Fruits, which he did with a smile, 

and I spoke with him and Vesta for a couple moments. I never sensed an air of preoccupation from either 

of them as they both sang the praises of the classic Edwards work. 

 

R. C. Sproul was amazingly brilliant but never pedantic. From his 

use of Latin phrases to his citing of lesser known facts of church 

history and many other things, his preaching and teaching warmly 

beckoned his audiences to come along on a fascinating spiritual and 

intellectual journey. He was a man of the text, never one to gloss 

over the more difficult aspects of the text, and he had perhaps the 

true hallmark of a master teacher: he could simplify the difficult 

things without overly simplifying. 
—> Cont. 

 

“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10 


