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An Intellectual and Aesthetic Haven 
By Joseph Beaumont 

II Timothy 2:15 command us to “study to show [ourselves] approved unto God.” The Hope Church library pro-
vides a means to do this. It has a wealth of great Reformed books, DVDs, and CDs featuring such weighty names 
as Sproul, Owen, Keller, Horton, Phillips, Bunyan, Beeke, and many others. One could call it an intellectual ha-

ven. 

But it is also one of the rooms visitors to our church first see.  Therefore, the recently formed Library Refresh 
Committee has undertaken plans to make the library more aesthetically pleasing. Thus, we will soon begin a 
remodeling project, which will result in not only a more attractive library but also one that uses the space more 

efficiently. The committee members are excited about these plans and desire your partnership in this effort. 

We certainly need your prayer support. Pray that we time the remodeling so that it is least disruptive to the 
ministries of Hope Church. When the labor starts, we will probably need some of your hands to assist. God will-

ing, all of the work will be completed by summer’s end or perhaps much sooner. 

We also ask you to pray about how you might help this project financially. Our budget is $8050, which we desire 
to raise through designated contributions from our members and friends. You will have the opportunity to give 
to this important effort very soon, and undoubtedly the entire church will look joyfully upon this “refreshment” 

when it is completed.   

Indeed we are only a few months away from making our intellectual haven an aesthetic haven too. The beauty 

of our new library will be unmatched. Well, at least unmatched by any other PCA church in Lawrenceville! 

them.” She spoke of the guys - in family and church - “taking charge in a way that sees me.” The masculinity 
she appreciated was not superficial: “I’d rather have a guy take responsibility in a situation than open a door for 
me. When he tries to bring me back to a place that is good, I feel cared for.” I realized, as she elaborated, that 
Chloe was surrounded by men in close, respectful relationships, none of them yet romantic (yes, really), yet all 
of them subtly helping to make her a woman of faith. 
 
Example after example shows how one man  rendered thoughtful care for her recreation or took care of some-
thing or paid attention to her appearance or changed his attitude when he saw her feelings. 
 
EnGendered is a great work of Trinitarian and relational theology that emboldens us to embrace the wisdom of 
gender difference for the good of our neighbor and the glory of God, especially in a gender-confused culture. 

The Gift of Gender (cont.) 

Upcoming Events: 

April 9th, 8:30am, 10:45am 

Palm Sunday Services 

 

April 12th 6:30pm—8:30pm 

High School/Middle School Laser 

Tag @ Colonial Bowling Lanes, 

Lawrence 

 

April 13th  7:30pm-8:30pm 

Maundy Thursday Service 

 

April 16th, 8:30am, 10:45 am 

Easter Sunday Services 

 

April 22nd, 9:00am-1:00pm 

Property Work Day 

 

April 23rd 5:30-7:30pm 

Big Family Fellowship @ Hope 

 

April 28th—April 30th 

Philadelphia Conference on 

Reformed Theology 

 

May 21st 9:45am 

Last week of Sunday School 

 

May 28th 5:30-7:30pm 

Big Family Fellowship @ Hope 

History Still Matters 
 
This year the church celebrates the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
Historians date the start of the Reformation to the 
nailing of Martin Luther’s “95 Theses” to a church 
door on October 31, 1517, in the university town of 
Wittenberg. It is doubtful Luther knew what this 
act would enflame since this was simply how 
academics “published” back then. But many now 
view this act as the start of a revival which spread like wildfire in the German states, 
the Netherlands, Scandinavia, Scotland, and portions of France, and produced pastors 
and theologians such as Huldreich Zwingli, John Calvin, John Knox, and the richness of 
the entire post-Reformation theological tradition, which still reverberates today. 
 
As Stephen Wellum says, “The Reformation was not perfect, but it was a mighty 
reviving movement of the Spirit of God that purified the Church and called people 
back to the fundamentals of the Gospel. It removed from our thinking the emphasis of 
human autonomy and human tradition as equal in authority to God’s Word; it 
recovered the God-centeredness of all of life by glorying in the triune God of the Bible 
in all of his majestic rule and Lordship; it emphasized the importance of the pervasive 
depravity of human beings, even as image-bearers; it stressed the utter inability of 
humans to save themselves.” Thus it proclaimed the need for God to redeem us by His 
sovereign grace alone, and it exalted the glory, supremacy, exclusivity, and sufficiency 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who alone has accomplished our salvation fully, completely, 
and perfectly. 
 
As history, this is all very interesting, but what does this have to do with your church – 
with Hope Presbyterian Church? Why mark this moment in history for us? Because while 
there was a “protest” within the Protestant Reformation, there were positive and 
crucial convictions that became central to our biblical proclamation of the gospel, and 
we still have them with us today. One way of remembering these convictions has been 
the five “solas,” or Latin phrases that emerged during and after the Reformation: 1. 
Sola Scriptura (“Scripture alone”); 2. Sola Fide (“faith alone”); 3. Sola Gratia (“grace 
alone”); 4. Solus Christus (“through Christ alone”); 5. Soli Deo Gloria (“to the glory of 
God alone”). 
 
Take, for example, the emphasis on sola Scriptura. Apart from God’s initiative to 
speak to us in an authoritative, reliable, and sufficient way, we would not know God in 
a true, objective manner. No doubt, in creating the world, God has made Himself 
known in creation, which reflects His plan (general revelation), but to know God’s 
plan, purposes, and will, we need a specific Word-revelation, which serves as our final 
and ultimate authority. This is why our vision statement, in our weekly bulletin, begins 
with “A Passion for God’s Word.” In a fractured world, we need a Word that is 
objectively God’s Word so that our interpretations as individuals or collectively as the 
Church can be corrected in light of Scripture alone. 
 
The second statement of our vision is “A Commitment to God’s Grace.” This is nothing 
less than a restatement of the importance of solus Christus and its relationship to sola 
fide and sola gratia. Because of our sin, we need our triune God to provide for us a 
covenant head who will not only represent us but act as our penal substitute. In Christ 
alone, we have such a glorious Savior who meets our every need.   
 

Pastor’s  Corner:  Vis ion  Impl icat ions  
By Pastor David  Rowe 

         Whence comes a true and genuine humility, except from a sense of sin. - John Calvin 
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“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”   

— Acts 1:8 

What does it mean to be a man?  A woman?  How does respect and submission in mar-
riage not subjugate women?  How does a man’s assuming responsibility in the home for 
his wife and kids not enable patriarchal abuse? 
 

These questions and others swirl in our minds and our culture when we attempt to talk 
about the good, God-given differences between genders and how they complement 
both Christian marriages and our everyday relationships in Church and at work. 
 

PCA pastor Sam Andreades has done the Christian community and the world a great ser-
vice with his book EnGendered: God’s Gift of Gender Difference in Relationship.  His 
approach is both more mysterious and more helpful than some works that focus primar-
ily on what women can do in the church, the home, and the marketplace to avoid 
“leading a man.” 
 

He embraces the mystery of the genders in the first of four lenses. 
 

Lens 1:  The mystery of the Trinity expressed in the mystery of gender 
 

male and female - biological sex we have in common with animals. 
man and woman - God-given gender, our image of God (imago dei); status and calling. 
 

(Note also that this is not the same construct we are offered as the basis for the 
transgender explosion in our nation, where biological sex is “assigned at birth,” and 
gender is the “identity I acknowledge on the inside.”) 
 

He focuses this mystery of equality and difference by using the analogy of the Trinity: 
men and women have equality of dignity in the image of God, but asymmetry as they 
live out their roles. 
 

“But the logic of asymmetry operates, and the relationship is profoundly advanced, 
when partners differentiate; namely, the man by responsibility-assuming and secure-
making and mission-defining, and the woman by promoting and strong-helping and rest-
giving. 

 

“How the man and woman are made for each other, the temporal order of their origin, 
and their purposeful intent in the work form the grand asymmetry of gender special-
ties. The great theme of asymmetrical callings in a relationship of equality continues in 
each of the Bible’s covenants and genres. These blend and overlap, but bearing in mind 
the Genesis 2 themes can tease out what is going on. These, according to apostles Paul 
and Peter, as well as other biblical writers, have implications for how the woman and 
man fulfill their representation of God together in relationship. Together, as equals, 
they share the common creation calls, such as to “be fruitful” and to “subdue [the 
earth]” (Gen. 1:28). And, as women and men, they are to be different toward one an-
other in carrying out the call. Their distinctive services provide structure for the close 
relationships of life.” 

 
Since man and woman (jointly) are the image of God, this union reflects analogically 
how each member of the Trinity is God, but express personhood distinctly in relation-
ship and in the economy of salvation. 
 
Lens 2:  Strong women in Judges - I appreciate his affirmation of strong, faith-filled 
women and his critique of weak men who shirk “responsibility-assuming and secure-
making and mission-defining.” 
 
Lens 3:  In addition to Andreades’s creative treatment of the Trinity and women in 
Judges, his most revealing and interesting angle is inclusion of his own research pro-
ject, Does She Matter? ( DSM).  DSM grew out of his ministry             (cont. —>) 

The Gift of Gender 
By Pastor Shawn Doud 
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Pastor’s Corner (cont.) 

In God the Son incarnate, we have a Redeemer who can meet His own demand against us 
because He is God the Son. Yet He can also represent us and act as our substitute because 
He is the incarnate Son. Given who He is and what He does, it is no wonder that we can 
add nothing to His work, and the only way to receive Him is by raising the empty hands of 
faith (sola fide). In so doing, we realize that from beginning to end our salvation is a result 
of God’s sovereign grace (sola gratia). He loved us before the foundation of the world, 
planned our eternal salvation, and sent our glorious Lord and Savior to accomplish every-
thing we need and apply it to us by the Spirit of God. 
 
Finally, our last commitment is A Heart for God’s World. The Reformation reminds us to 
live our lives soli deo Gloria because this universe is God’s, and we, as His creatures, have 
been created to know, adore, obey, and serve Him. To substitute any created thing for 
Him  is not only a denial of His glory but utter foolishness. The glory of the Gospel is that 
the triune God of Scripture has created us for Himself and that in Christ all of God’s prom-
ises are yes and amen. Therefore, as we go out into God’s world, He deserves all of our 
worship and adoration and our very lives for His glory and for the good of the Church.  
 
This is the last of our meditations on our vision.  As we go through Colossians this year, 
again enjoy the ringing of the Solas in your ears, all for His glory. 

 

“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10 

The Gift of Gender (cont.) 

to homosexual men in New York City.  As these men came to Christ and entered into Chris-
tian and asymmetrical marriages (natural, heterosexual!), they discovered they were built 
up in godly manhood as they saw the “gift of difference” in the “promoting and strong-
helping and rest-giving” ministry of their wives. 
 
What can a wife do to build intimacy and confidence in her husband? 
 
“Theo answered, ‘Embrace 1 Peter 3,’ notable in being where the apostle Peter makes the 
extravagant claim that a wife’s gendered behavior may actually convert a man’s soul to 
Christ! (vv. 1– 2). Such is the power wielded by a knowing woman. This tectonic force rum-
bled through the life of Silva, who admitted about Alexa: ‘My wife trusts me [implicitly]. I 
trust myself not nearly as much as she does. But because of her trust, I trust God more 
than I once did.’ The DSM husbands’ answers explain what her active promotion achieves. 
Wifely deferral and honoring was the largest category of feminine gender distinction 
brought up in the DSM study interviews, the one that matters most to the interviewed men. 
The request to ‘describe a time when she made you feel like a man’ drew a similar re-
sponse from every single interviewee.” 
 
When the wife expressed in words or actions not only that “you should be the man,” but 
“you are the man, and I trust you,” he felt empowered to step up and take responsibility 
for his wife and their relationship.  In the anti-patriarchal moment that we’re in, men 
might be afraid to lay hold of leadership or (gulp) display authority in inter-gendered rela-
tionships.  The author helpfully reminds us that “authority, properly understood, involves a 
death to self every day for those we love. This is what it means to be in charge.” 
 
Lens 4: Unmarried women blessed by men in non-marital, non-sexual, community: 
 
Into the confusing mix of “I need a husband to be fully feminine and express the creation 
mandate” (traditional Christian culture) or “I don’t need a man” (radical feminism), Andre-
ades shares anecdotal stories from his single female parishioners who say, “I need men in 
my life to allow me to fully complement them and live out my equal/asymmetrical calling 
as an image bearing woman.” 
 
Chloe: “I’d probably be more depressed, more uncomfortable with being a woman without 

All photos courtesy of Pamela Jo Capone, copyright 2017 
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