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A Few Moments of Eternity (cont.) 
By Joseph Beaumont 

Each “theology” is, of course, rooted in a life view and a person’s own 

god. Theology on the Go recently conducted an interview with Rosaria 

Butterfield, who tells the story of her former god, sexual identity. 

The former lesbian professor at Syracuse University, author of The Se-

cret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert and Openness Unhindered: Further 

Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert on Sexual Identity and Union with 

Christ, shares her testimony, a beautiful portrait of God’s faithfulness 

and the necessity of Christian hospitality. In the interview, Rosaria not 

only touches on some important theological ideas (e.g. sin, identity, and repentance) but also offers advice for 

the parent whose child may have just come home from college and proclaimed that he/she is now gay. 

 

Though not a discussion of a hot button issue like Butterfield’s, the Simonetta Carr interview is another interest-

ing one. Simonetta is an award- winner author whose love for history and teaching Sunday School led her to 

write, among other books, children’s works on important figures in church history. Ever heard of Irenaeus? I con-

fess that I had heard the name but knew very little about this 2nd-century writer until listening to this podcast. 

His passionate writing deals with many of the same issues we face today, including the wild claims we some-

times hear that God spoke to someone in an audible voice, telling him/her to lead some great work. Those mak-

ing such assertions are still peddling their false teaching, and one need merely stay up late and tune to one of 

those high numbers on the channel guide to hear their miraculous claims. 

 

Gary Millar, Principal of Queensland Theological College, makes no such claims. Dr. Millar has written several 

books, including books on prayer. His most recent book on this topic, Calling on the Name of the Lord, uses 

Genesis 4: 26 (“Then did men begin to call on the name of the Lord”) to examine the “seeds of prayer” in the 

Bible. In the interview, Millar differentiates what one could call little prayers from big prayers and reminds us 

that God, in fulfilling His perfect, sovereign plan, will not answer every prayer. He also highlights important ide-

as form Hannah’s prayer in I Samuel 1 and King Solomon’s prayer for the dedication of the temple in I Kings 8. 

Indeed, all of us could learn significant lessons about exercising this spiritual discipline, usually the most diffi-

cult one for Christians.    

 

 Yes, each Theology on the Go podcast is “a brief interview about an eternal truth.” While on the website, you 

may decide to read a few of the compelling articles, such as one on the gifted Puritan poet Anne Bradstreet, 

one on the Lord’s supper, one on Augustine, or one on the solas of the faith. Whether you listen or read, why 

not spend a few moments learning something about “the things that will matter a million years from now”?  

Upcoming Events: 

March 24th, 11:00am 

Family Easter Egg Hunt and 

Easter Devotions 

 

March 30th, 7:30pm 

Good Friday Worship Service 

 

April 1st 8:30am & 1045am 

Easter Sunday Worship Services 

 

April 6th & 7th 

Westminster Conference on 

Science and Faith 

Proclamation Presby. Church 

Bryn Mawr, PA 

 

April 21st, 8:00am-12:00pm 

Spring Property Work Day 

Hope Presbyterian Church 

 

April 27th-29th 

Philadelphia Conference on 

Reformed Theology 

Proclamation Presby. Church 

Bryn Mawr, PA 

Have you ever faced an incredibly difficult situation? 

Perhaps you suffered a great injustice. Perhaps you 

lost someone dear to you, were overwhelmed with 

grief, and felt you had nowhere to turn but to prayer. 

If you have not found yourself in these positions, you 

probably have offered to pray for those going through 

similar situations. 

The Bible calls us to persist in prayer. Jesus consistently taught His disciples how to 

pray. It’s as though Jesus knew they would really need prayer in the mission He was 

giving them! He taught them to pray the Lord’s Prayer, but he also taught them 

persistence in prayer, to never give up! 

In Luke 18, Jesus shares a parable with his disciples to teach them to “always pray and 

not lose heart.” He then describes a judge who neither knew God nor respected man. 

Sounds like someone you would want to bring a request to, right?  Then, Jesus 

describes a widow needing justice against an adversary, a woman in great need. As the 

parable goes, the judge puts her off for a while, but she persists and persists in her 

request. Finally, he gives in and because of her persistence, he grants her justice. 

Jesus’ response to the parable is this: “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will 

not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night?” How much more will 

your perfect, righteous, and good God give justice to those who love Him? You can 

stake your prayer life on these words. 

Persistence in prayer does not pertain only to issues of justice. In Luke 11, directly 

following the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus shares another parable about persistence in prayer. 

In this parable a man arrives at his friend’s house at midnight to make a simple 

request, food for someone in need of a meal. Through this man’s persistence, he 

receives what he needs. Jesus goes on to say, “What father among you, if his son asks 

for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give 

him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 

Jesus points out the innate desire of parents to give their children good things, things 

they request and need. Yet earthly parenting does not compare to the heavenly 

Father, who gives what we truly need, the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit satisfies all our 

needs. Jesus is pointing us to a request worthy of persistent prayers! 

How does this relate to church planting? Church planting requires a great amount of 

persistence, especially in prayer. Those involved in a church plant need to “bug” God 

with their requests. In church planting there will be times of temptation to “lose 

heart.” There will be temptations to give up on prayer, wanting to move too quickly. 

Instead, church planting requires persistent prayers for neighbors to come to faith in 

Christ, for the launch team to find unity and care for one another, for financial 

provision for the work, for the willingness to make the necessary sacrifices, for a 

passion for the gospel, and ultimately for the power and presence of the Holy Spirit.  

         Whence comes a true and genuine humility, except from a sense of sin. - John Calvin 
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“But you will receive power 

when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.”   

— Acts 1:8 

Persistent prayers allow the work of church planting to multiply the work of the church. 

Where there was once one church, now there are two, creating more opportunities for 

worship, service, and outreach. It all starts with prayer. 

A simple tool to help with prayer is a list of requests that require persistence. Start by 

making a list of concerns that weigh upon you most heavily. Make a column for your 

requests and a column for God’s answers to your prayers. These can be prayers you be-

lieve may take a while to receive an answer to or prayers that you need answered 

“yesterday”! But keep coming back to them day after day, asking God to work in such a 

way that would answer your prayers. Of course, you may not always receive the answer 

you prefer, but Jesus is teaching that through your persistent prayers, you can be sure 

your heavenly Father will take care of you. 

Persistent Prayer and Church Planting (cont.) 

By Rev. Jonathan Bromhead 

Blessed and Impressed 

By Pastor Shawn Doud 

As 2018 began, I invited six high- school students to begin a process of leadership devel-

opment and accountability where they would learn to 

-pray   

- lead others in Gospel encouragement and influence 

- share in the planning and development of better community life among the teenagers 

in our youth group. 

 

After having met with these six students over the last two months, I wish I could show 

video of these times with them to people who have low expectations of teenagers. 

In our first meeting, in just under an hour, over burritos and Cokes they went from 

 

PROBLEM:  Our youth group seems to be experiencing barriers to fellowship based on 

how we talk about both our week and our school friends in ways that leave others out 

 

to 

 

SOLUTION:  We will gather the high schoolers into small groups once a month so that 

we can have more shared experiences. This way we can know and better encourage one 

another.  Each group will be led by a guy and a girl, one from a private school and an-

other from a public school. This will allow them to model the unity we have, regardless 

of where we go to school. We will eat lunch together after church once a month.  We 

will discuss our anxieties, prayer needs, and some things God is teaching us.  We will 

also invite middle schoolers to visit our group to catch a vision of what it means to be a 

Christian in high school. 

 

THEY THEMSELVES CAME UP WITH ALL OF THIS, ALONG WITH A SPREADSHEET OF YOUTH 

GROUP MEMBERS AND HOW TO DIVIDE INTO GROUPS AND LEADER TEAMS!! 

 

All Vincent and I did was buy the burritos and say AMEN to their wise and winsome solu-

tion they devised by the help of the Holy Spirit and the encouragement of people who 

believe teenagers possess spiritual gifts, wisdom, renewed hearts through the Gospel, 

and great ideas! 
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“As each has received a gift, 

use it to serve one another, 

as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.”  

 

1 Peter 4:10 

Blessed and Impressed (cont.) 

By Pastor Shawn Doud 

This leadership training process is based on the following Biblical truths and Gospel-fueled 

hopes: 

 

 All the gifts and graces to build up the body of Christ are found in believers. This in-

cludes teenagers who may lack experience, but not gifts.  These types of opportunities 

to grow in ministry experiences are the way to test their gifts and see God at work. “ 

Each part. . . working properly makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 

love” (Eph. 3.21). Doing ministry is one of the greatest vehicles for spiritual growth and 

encouragement as we see that God’s wisdom really works and that we are part of bring-

ing strength to one another. 

 This generation has every comfort and every digital tool at its disposal. Yet boredom is 

one of the greatest perils of our modern age.  “The vacancy left by absence of worship 

is filled by mere killing of time and by boredom” (Josef Pieper).  

 Even though we are highly scheduled and highly entertained, we are missing the joy of 

worship and service. Our teenagers have a lot of fun in our youth ministry, but they are 

also growing in their joy as they follow their spiritual hunger towards Christ and Chris-

tian fellowship.  Currently, our youth are begging for more training and encouragement 

in apologetics. They are eager to share the Gospel with their friends who are taken by 

atheism or raised in another religion.  

 As we respond to God’s truth with a hunger to know more and to apply it to our lives, 

God will entrust us with more grace and opportunity to put this truth to work.  These 

students are great examples of this principle, and it’s a joy to see it at work. My hope 

is that this will break out throughout our youth ministry and our entire church.  

 

Grateful for God's work in us and through us!! 

A Few Moments of Eternity 

By Joseph Beaumont 

Need a little break from the mundane? Who doesn’t? Why not tune in to a podcast that pro-

vides “a brief interview about an eternal truth”? You can find such podcasts at Place for 

Truth/Theology on the Go (www.placefortruth.org).  

 

The Theology on the Go podcasts are hosted by Jonathan Master, Professor of Theology at 

Cairn University, and James Dolezal, Professor of Theology and Church History at the same 

school. Their interviews with various individuals last from about seventeen to twenty-five 

minutes each and cover a wide range of topics and interests, from the more academic and 

theological to the more practical. 

 

Among the most recent interviews is “Why Study Theology?” No doubt all of us have heard 

(or heard about) those Christians who ask why we need to plunge some of the depths of 

theology, claiming that just “knowing Jesus” is enough. We should wonder about those who 

make such claims. First, how can we know Jesus without studying theology?  Everything our 

Savior taught connects in some manner to theology. In this interview, Dolezal himself, the 

interviewee, takes his listeners through both the Biblical and practical reasons believers 

should pursue such study, emphasizing that each of us has a “theology.”  

All photos courtesy of Pamela Jo Capone, copyright 2018 
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